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Fire Prevention Week 2016
“Don’t Wait — Check the Date! Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10 Years”

(Toms River, NJ) How old is your smoke alarm? Did you know you need to replace it every 10
years?

According to a report by the National Fire Prevention Association (NFPA), in one-fifth (20
percent) of all U.S. homes with smoke alarms, the smoke alarms aren’t working; three out of
five home fire deaths result from fires in properties without smoke alarms (38 percent) or with
no working smoke alarms (21 percent).

That’s why the NFPA announced “Don’t Wait: Check the Date! Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10
Years” as the official theme for this year’s National Fire Prevention Week, October 9-15.

Toms River Bureau of Fire Prevention Public Education Officer Bob Yaiser says residents may be
unaware that National Fire Alarm Code requires smoke alarms be replaced every 10 years.

“Smoke alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. That’s why we’re
making a concerted effort to educate Toms River residents about the importance of having
working smoke alarms in their home and that they do have a life limit,” said Yaiser.

Yaiser said it takes regular maintenance and testing to make sure that your smoke alarms are in
working order and offered the following tips:

e Smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 years.

e Make sure you know how old all the smoke alarms are in your home.

e To find out how old a smoke alarm is, look at the date of manufacture on the back of the
alarm; the alarm should be replaced 10 years from that date.

In Toms River Township, we are planning activities that will help teach business owners, school
children, municipal workers, and residents alike how to stay safe. In addition, the Mayor and
governing body will issue a proclamation for Fire Prevention Week at the next Council meeting
on Tuesday, October 11



For more information, contact the Toms River Bureau of Fire Prevention at (732) 240-5153 or
online at www.trfireprevention.com.

About Fire Prevention Week

NFPA has been the official sponsor of Fire Prevention Week since 1922. According to the
National Archives and Records Administration's Library Information Center, Fire Prevention
Week is the longest running public health and safety observance on record. The President of
the United States has signed a proclamation proclaiming a national observance during that
week every year since 1925. Visit www.firepreventionweek.org for more safety information.
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