
ATTENTION  TOMS RIVER CAT  OWNERS 
          2016  LICENSES  ARE  AVAILABLE IN  JUNE      
                      
      Cats must be licensed after  seven (7)  months of age in Toms River. 
                     Annual cat licenses are issued either  by mail or visiting the office.    
         The license term is June 1, 2016  to May 31, 2017.  
   

New Jersey  State Regulations require that pet owners  supply a current  rabies vaccination certificate,   signed  by a 
Licensed Veterinarian, which is valid for the license term.    Please check  the EXPIRATION DATE  on the rabies 
shot.   The shot must   EXPIRE   AFTER   APRIL 1, 2017.    A license cannot be issued,  if  the rabies shot  
expires   BEFORE   April 1, 2017.     The shot must be updated  if it expires too early.   

   If  a cat is spayed or neutered, written proof, signed by a licensed 
 Veterinarian  must be submitted at time of purchase, to qualify for  the lower fee. 

   

2016  RENEWALS:    JUNE 1ST – JUNE 30th   

           LICENSE  FEES: $9.00 –  If Spayed or Neutered  

                $12.00 –NOT  Spayed/Neutered   

**Please add the appropriate late fee, if mailed after June 30th  

**LATE  FEES:     $5.00 –    JULY 1st   to    AUGUST  1st 

     $10.00 –  After  AUGUST  2ND 

Hours:    MONDAY -   FRIDAY   -   8:30 A.M. -  3:30  P.M. 
    33 WASHINGTON STREET,    TOMS RIVER   NJ   
Payment:         BY  CASH  OR  CHECK  ONLY    
 
To purchase by  mail:  HEALTH  DEPT.     P.O. BOX 728,   
    TOMS RIVER, N.J.  08754     
  
MAIL-INS  MUST  INCLUDE:     
  -  Check  payable to  “Township of Toms River”   
  -  Current,  valid rabies vaccination Certificate, expiring   AFTER   APRIL  1, 2017 
  - Written proof of spaying/neutering signed by a Licensed Veterinarian      
               - Self addressed, stamped envelope.     
 

Requests   received  after June 30, 2016   must  include both  license fee  & appropriate   late fee. 
Please visit the Township’s website  for more information:  tomsrivertownship.com   or call  732-341-1000 X 8400 

Thank you.  



 

The following Ordinances pertain to all cat owners: 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE  001-2013  
 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TOMS RIVER, AMENDING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 516, (ANIMALS) PART III BOARD OF HEALTH, OF THE “CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF TOMS RIVER, NEW JERSEY”   
 

(CATS)  
Article III. CATS 
 
§ 1. Definitions. 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  
 
ALTERED 

Rendered permanently incapable of reproduction as certified by a licensed veterinarian. 
CAT 

Any cat of the domestic feline species; male, female or altered. 
CAT OF LICENSING AGE 

Any cat which has attained the age of seven months or which possesses a set of permanent teeth. 
CATTERY 

Any room or group of rooms, cage or exhibition pen, not part of a kennel, wherein cats for sale are kept or 
displayed. 

OWNER 
Every person having a right of property (or custody) in any cat and every person who has a cat in his keeping 
or who harbors or maintains a cat or knowingly permits a cat to remain on or about any premises occupied by 
that person. The owner of a cat shall be considered the initial owner of its kittens. 

PERSON 
Any individual, corporation, partnership, organization or institution commonly recognized by law as a unit. 

STRAY CAT 
Any cat of licensing age without a current registration tag, visible tattoo or identification marking approved by 
the Animal Control Officer or a collar or harness inscribed thereon or attached thereto the name and address 
of the owner. 

§ 2. General regulations. 
A. No person shall abandon any cat, no matter what its age or condition, within the Township of Toms River. 

B. No person shall keep, provide care or harbor any cat in the Township of Toms River except in compliance with the 
provisions of this article. 

C. No person owning or having the care, custody or control of any cat shall suffer or permit such cat to: 

(1) Soil or defile or do any injury or damage to any lawn, vegetable garden, shrubbery, trees, flowers, grounds or any 
property of any persons other than that of the owner of the cat or person having the care, custody or control of 
such cat. 

(2) Cause any injury to any person. 

(3) Trespass upon any public property or any private property without the permission of the owner thereof. 
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(4) Create excessive odors, unsanitary conditions or nuisances. 

(5) Be or become a public health nuisance or create a condition hazardous to safety and health. 

D. No person shall place food intended or suitable for consumption by a cat in any location out of doors unless such 
food is for a licensed cat or dog which is regularly kept, harbored or maintained on the premises where such food is 
placed, and if the person placing such food is not the owner of the cat or dog, then only if the owner of the same 
consents to such feeding and unless such food is removed within two hours after placement, and in no event shall 
such food be allowed to remain out of doors more than 30 minutes after sunset and before sunrise. 

E. Every person owning, keeping or harboring or in control of a cat shall be responsible to immediately pick up, 
remove, and dispose of in a sanitary manner approved by the Township of Toms River Board of Health all feces 
deposited by said cat on any sidewalk, passageway, bypath, play area, park or upon any public property 
whatsoever or upon any private property. 

F. Any person owning, keeping or harboring any cat or dog, whether the same is licensed or unlicensed, who shall 
allow the same to run at large in or about the streets, highways or public places of the Township or to run at large 
upon lands and premises of any person other than the owner or persons in possession of the same without 
permission of the landowner first obtained in writing shall be guilty of a violation of this chapter. 

§ 3. Abandonment of domestic cats prohibited.  
Any person who shall abandon or leave uncared for any cat upon the streets, highways, alleys or other public places in 
the Township or upon lands and premises owned or occupied by any person other than the owner or person in 
possession of such cat shall be guilty of a violation of this chapter. It shall also be unlawful for any person to abandon or 
leave without proper care any cat even though it be left abandoned upon a lot and premises owned or occupied by the 
person in possession of such cat. 

§ 4. Control of cats off premises of pet shops. 
No cat kept in a pet shop shall be permitted off such premises except on a leash or in a crate or other safe control. 

§ 5. Control of cats in public places. 
No person owning, keeping or harboring any cat shall allow the same to be upon the public streets or in any public place 
of the Township unless accompanied by a person of such age and such mental and physical capabilities that he or she is 
able to control and restrain such cat from harming or injuring any person or property. 

§ 6. Impoundment. 
The Animal Control Officer of the Township shall take into custody and impound or cause to be taken into custody and 
impounded and, thereafter, destroyed or offered for adoption as provided in this section: 

A. Any cat off the premises of the owner of the person keeping or harboring said cat which said official or his agent or 
agents have reason to believe is a stray cat. 

B. Any cat off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring said cat without a current registration 
tag on its collar. 

C. Any cat or other animal which is suspected to be rabid. 

D. Any cat or other animal off the premises of the owner reported to or observed by the Animal Control Officer of the 
Township to be ill, injured or creating a threat to public health, safety or welfare or otherwise interfering with the 
enjoyment of property. 

§ 7. Enforcement. 
A. The provisions of this article shall be enforceable by the Township Health Officer or his designee, Animal Control 

Officers employed or contracted by the Township and any Township police officer. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to hinder, molest or interfere with anyone authorized to enforce the provisions of 
this article. 
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§ 8. Violations and penalties. 
Any person who refuses or fails to comply with any provision of this article shall be liable for the following penalties: 

 Not less than $50.00 for the first offense  

 Not less than $100.00 for the second offense 

 Not less than $150.00 for the third offense   

Except as otherwise provided in this article, any person who continues to fail or refuses to comply with this article shall be 
liable for subsequent penalties of not more than $2,000 or imprisonment or community service for no more than 90 days 
at the discretion of any Judge hearing a complaint brought pursuant to this article. 

NOTICE 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWNSHIP  OF TOMS RIVER, AMENDING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 516, (ANIMALS)  PART III BOARD OF HEALTH, OF THE “CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF TOMS RIVER, NEW JERSEY”   

(CATS) 

 Purpose:     Amending Article III regulating cats & clarifying responsibility  of cat owners  

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed upon first reading at 
a special public meeting of the Board of Health of the Township of Toms River, in the County of Ocean, New Jersey, held 
on Monday, May  6, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  It will be further considered for final passage at a public meeting to be held in the 
Lomell Room, main level of the Municipal Building in said Township on Monday, May 20, 2013  at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this matter can be reached, at which time all persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard 
concerning this ordinance.  Prior to the second reading, a copy of this ordinance shall be posted on the bulletin board in 
the Municipal Building and copies shall be  made available at the Township Clerk’s Office in said Municipal Building to 
members of the general public who shall request such copies. 

        ALICE J. SCIVOLETTI  

        BOARD OF HEALTH SECRETARY  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

BRIAN RUMPF,  ESQ.  

BOARD OF HEALTH ATTORNEY 
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ORDINANCE 002-2013 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TOMS RIVER,  AMENDING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 516, (ANIMALS) PART III BOARD OF HEALTH, OF THE “CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF TOMS RIVER, NEW JERSEY”  
 

 (REGULATING FERAL CATS)  
 

§1. Definitions; word usage. 
For the purpose of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning set forth in this section. When not inconsistent 
with the context, words used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural number include the singular, 
words in the singular number include the plural, and words in the male gender include the female gender.  
 
ABANDONED 

That an owner or caregiver has forsaken a domesticated cat entirely, or has neglected or refused to provide 
care and support to the cat. 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 
Any person employed or appointed by the Township who is authorized to investigate violations of laws and 
regulations concerning animals, and to issue citations in accordance with New Jersey law and this Code. 

CAREGIVER 
Any person who provides food, water or shelter to or otherwise cares for a cat. 

DOMESTICATED CAT 
A cat that is socialized to humans and is appropriate as a companion for humans. 

FERAL CAT COLONY 
A group of cats that congregates, more or less, together as a unit. Although not every cat in a colony may be 
feral, any nonferal cats that congregate with a colony shall be deemed to be a part of it. 

MANAGED CAT COLONY 
Spaying and neutering the cats to stabilize the population of the feral cat colony 

NUISANCE 
Disturbing the peace by: 

A. Habitually or continually howling, crying or screaming; or 
B. The habitual and significant destruction, desecration or soiling of property against the wishes of the owner of the 
property. 
 
OWNER 

Any person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, trust, estate, or any other legal entity. 
RESCUE GROUP 

A for-profit or not-for-profit entity, or a collaboration of individuals with at least one of its purposes being the 
adoption or placement of cats in homes with humans to serve as companion animals. 

 
STRAY CAT 

A cat that is regularly off the property of the owner, is not under the physical control and restraint of the owner 
and is not regularly provided with food by its owner. 

 
SUITABLE SHELTER 

Shelter that provides protection from rain, sun, and other elements that is adequate to protect the health of 
the cat. 

 
ZOONOTIC DISEASE 

Those diseases transmittable to humans from animals, including parasitic, bacterial, fungal and viral 
diseases. 

§ 2. Responsibilities of owners of domesticated cats. 
A. Owners of domesticated cats shall provide appropriate and adequate food, water and shelter for their cats. 
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B. The owner of a domesticated cat shall exercise reasonable care to guard against the cat creating a nuisance. 
 
C. The owner of a sexually intact (not spayed or neutered) domesticated cat shall not permit his/her cat to roam 

unsupervised. 
 
D. An owner shall not abandon a domesticated cat. 

§ 3 Violations and penalties. 
Any person who refuses or fails to comply with any provision of this article shall be liable for the following penalties: 

 Not less than $50.00 for the first offense  

 Not less than $100.00 for the second offense 

 Not less than $150.00 for the third offense   

Except as otherwise provided in this article, any person who continues to fail or refuses to comply with this article shall be 
liable for subsequent penalties of not more than $2,000 or imprisonment or community service for no more than 90 days 
at the discretion of any Judge hearing a complaint brought pursuant to this article. 

 
 

NOTICE 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWNSHIP  OF TOMS RIVER, AMENDING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 516, (ANIMALS)  PART III BOARD OF HEALTH, OF THE “CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF TOMS RIVER, NEW JERSEY”  (REGULATING FERAL CATS) 

 Purpose:  Regulating and clarifying definition of feral cats  

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed upon first reading at 
a special public meeting of the Board of Health of the Township of Toms River, in the County of Ocean, New Jersey, held 
on Monday, May  6, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  It will be further considered for final passage at a public meeting to be held in the 
Lomell Room, main level of the Municipal Building in said Township on Monday, May 20, 2013 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this matter can be reached, at which time all persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard 
concerning this ordinance.  Prior to the second reading, a copy of this ordinance shall be posted on the bulletin board in 
the Municipal Building and copies shall be  made available at the Township Clerk’s Office in said Municipal Building to 
members of the general public who shall request such copies. 

        ALICE J. SCIVOLETTI  

        BOARD OF HEALTH SECRETARY  

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

BRIAN RUMPF,  ESQ.  

BOARD OF HEALTH ATTORNEY  

 

 

              FOR    MORE   INFORMATION   PLEASE CALL   732-341-1000  X  8400,    TR  HEALTH   DEPT.   
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	Licensed Veterinarian, which is valid for the license term.    Please check  the EXPIRATION DATE  on the rabies shot.   The shot must   EXPIRE   AFTER   APRIL 1, 2017.    A license cannot be issued,  if  the rabies shot  expires   BEFORE   April 1, 20...
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	To purchase by  mail:  HEALTH  DEPT.     P.O. BOX 728,
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	Thank you.
	§ 2. General regulations.
	§ 3. Abandonment of domestic cats prohibited.
	§ 4. Control of cats off premises of pet shops.
	§ 5. Control of cats in public places.
	§ 6. Impoundment.
	§ 7. Enforcement.
	§ 8. Violations and penalties.
	§1. Definitions; word usage.
	§ 2. Responsibilities of owners of domesticated cats.
	§ 3 Violations and penalties.

	FOR    MORE   INFORMATION   PLEASE CALL   732-341-1000  X  8400,    TR  HEALTH   DEPT.

